"We are all public health": September 11 and its aftermath through the eyes of public health educators at Ground Zero.
No one could have predicted the events of September 11. The days following this tragic event put public health educators' skills to the test as they transferred theory to practice to assist rescue workers, victims, and community residents to cope and rebuild their lives. As health educators working in New York City at that time, the authors were quickly thrust into experiences, roles, and responsibilities for which they thought they had little preparation. But as they worked at Ground Zero in the days immediately after the attack and later in the neighborhoods of lower Manhattan, they realized their health promotion practice and research training provided them with what they needed to play their part. This article briefly illustrates their experiences and describes the skills and knowledge they tapped into to assist the community.